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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the information identified on 
the enclosed Form PTO-1449 is disclosed to the Examiner for consideration in connection 
with the above-identified patent application. Copies of the documents listed on the Form 
PTO-1449 are enclosed herewith. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted before within three months 
of the filing date and before receipt of a first Office Action on the merits. Consequently, the 
information should be considered by the Patent Office without payment of a fee. See 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

As best understood, cited reference DE 3 400 941 Al discloses a multi-layer U- 
shaped fiber element. No English language equivalent or Abstract has been located for this 
reference. 
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